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“[p.!-p-n» from ’rn-’:’pnﬂ-, th-t on 'rl'tfds:;jht a=d
ultimo, bis majefty’s fhips, the-Rofe, Swan, and Glal:
sow, attemped to go to Providence, and gct within 8
tailes of the town, when two of thergrin afhoraand the

other came to an anchor. Soon affer arvived 4 brigand
a floop, inward bound frem the Wett-Indies, thefe were
immediately chafed by the men of war’s bargesand thres
“cutters, til they run afhore ‘at Warwick, wikere they
* were boarded by the men of war’s men in fight ef a
_great number of the people who had affembled on the
thore. . ‘There were in the harbour two-armad fchoon-
ars fitted out by the town of Providence for the protec-
vion of their trade, and were going to convey a finall
fieet down the river. A fmart engagement then began
and lafted three hours and a half, during which an in-
ceffant firs was kept up between the twvo fchooners and
the brig and floop, which the people on board often at-
tempted ta get off but as often were driven from the -
windlaffes.  But at laft they cut the bng’s cabte and
carried her off, with the captain on board, who refufed
to quit her; the floop we retook and brought her into
“the harbour, tho' fired upon by the men of war as we
pafled them. = We Lkad nota man killed or wounded,
which is furprifing. Upwards of 3o cannon ball were
picked up on the fhore, - It is fuppefed many of the e-
nemy are killed. ‘The men of war are at prefent in

Briftol harbour, wherethey havebegun to rob 2nd piun-

der the plantation of Mr. William Weflels.

Sept. 7. Yefterday afternoon two floops, capt#ins
Holley and Hizard, from New-Fields or Poquanock,
loaded with crain, four, provifions, and live ftock,
came down the Sound to this city, and having no clear-
ance or other neceffary papers to produce, were taken
into cuftody on fulpicion of being intended for Bofton,
or to fall into the hands of the men of war. In their
defence they faid, that the committee of Fairfield knew
of and did not difappreve their defign ; and that the
reafon of their want of a clearance. &c. was, that they
could not obtain them in Connecticut, by reafon of an
embargo there upon all veffels, and that they canie to
New-York to clear out. ;

Tuefday fe'nnight a fmall floop came down the North
river from a place cclled Little-Efopus, and anchorsd
along fide the Afia man of war, in order, it is fuppofed,
to fupply that fhip with neceflaries. A ftrict watch
wras kept on her from that day until Sunday morning,
when the fet fail and ftood up the river, attended by an
armed floop and fome boats from the Afia, but fhe was
immediately purfued by a number of boats frem ths
city, and foon taken, with 12 men in her, who were
committed to gaol.. v S -

PHILADTETLUPMHTIA.

We do not hear of any more Britith trceps being
deftined for America.

The acceunt of the taking of Ticonderoga, with the
fire at Bofton, and other accounts to the 2 sth of May,
were arrived in London the 2;th of June.

N R F O L K, Auguff so.

( The following letters have lately pafled between the
woifhipful mayor and the captain of the Mercury man
of war}. SR 55 T, N S S

[ S:R‘,Hh Majefiy's foap Dlercury, Nerfolk, Aug. 12, 1775,

"AM juftinformed, by his Excellency Lord Dunmore,
I that Mr, Andrew Sprowle has received a furamons
to attend a committee in Norfolk, on ‘Thurfday next.
The accufations alleged againft him are of a moft ex-
tracrdinary nature, In the fummons he is charged with
having harboured his Majefty’s troops in the rores at
Gofport. I am not furprifed that a fummons grounded
upon fuch accufations fhould be alarming to Mr. Sprowle;
particularly after the crueland oppreflive treatment Mr.,
Schaw lately received from a mob in Norfolk. AsIdo
moft earneily wifh, and fhall, upon all occafions endea-
veur to promote the public peace of this province, I
tdink it necellary to explain to you, as chiet magiftrate
of the town of Norfolk, the conduét 1 mean to purfue, in
hope of prefervingthat peaceand obedience to the laws,
fo ardently to be wifhed for by all loyal fubjeés and good
citizens. I am fent hither to be the guardian of a Bri-

" 4ith colony; to protedt his Majefty's governor, and all

the loyal 1ubje&s in the province of Virginia. = This is
my duty, and fhould with it to be known that my duty
and inciination go hand in hand.  The fame principles
which have induced me not to harbour the flaves of any
individual in this province, will operate with me to pro-
telt the property of aliloyal fubjetts, As I have before
ohferved, that I fhall endedvour to promote the public

__peace of this province, it is hardly neceflary to menti R
"?Hii 1 fhall Rot rcmain"an idle Iﬁejffit-é?;‘ ﬁiﬁf& any x:if_

olence be offered to the perfons or property of any of
his Majefty's fubjeéts. I have reafon to apprehend that
many gentlemen inthis province, from their conne@ions
with government, or their readinefs to fupply his Ma-
jefty's thips or fervants with provifions, ftores, &c. are
held up as objeéts inimical to the liberties of America,
and unjuftly cenfured for their loyal condu&. Men un.
der thefe circumftances are more particularly entitled
to my pretection. I have not the leaft doubt from your
defire and readinefs upon a former occafion to preferve
harmony in.the town of Norfolk, but you will heartil
concur with me in my endeavours to Kl{)prcfs all party
‘jealoufies and animofities, fo highly injuricus to the wel.
fare of a country. Moreeffetually to perform my part.
I fhall, the firft opportunity, place his Majefty's fhip un.
der my command abreaft of the town; and I muft affure
you, that, notwithftanding I fhall feel the utmoft pain -
and reluétance in being compelled to ufe violent “mea-
fures to preferve the perfons and properties of his Ma-
jefty's fubje&s, yet, 1 moft affaredly fhall, if it becomes
neceflary, ufe the moft coercive meafures in my power

from a number of gentlemen wuo are freebolders, and
compole the committee of the couuty of Norfolk, and
aré therefore entirely without the jurifdictionof the ma.-
giftrates of this corperation. 1 can only promife, that
as the place of meéeting for the purpofe ot confidéring
Mr. Sprowle’s conduct is faid to be within the limits ot
this borough, I will take proper care that he fhall nct
be molefted or injured in ?ns perfen by any riot or mob,
if he thall think fit to atténd on the committee. ~With
‘refpelt to the treatment that Mr, Schaw received, T was
a ftranger to it till the difturbance was over; but caaaf.
fure you, that as foon as he put himfelf under the pro-
tection of 1 magittrate, he was fecured from danger.
The condud which you are pleafed to explain to me,
as chief magiftrate ot this borough, as your intention to
purfue in preferving peace and obedience to the Iaws,
in the ftation affigned ycu by his majeity, muft be com-
mended by every good man: By thit care in your de-
partment, particularly in difcouraging the clopement of
flaves, which of Idte it is notorious has frequently hap-
pened, from the countenance fiewn them by fome ens-
mies to this colony as well as to the Fritifh conftitution,

much mifchiet and confufion may be prevented. Your

fuggeftion, that gentlemen are in danger by fupplying
his majetty's fhips, &c. in this colony with provifigns,
1 cannot account for. I am very lure the contractors for
the navy in this town are under no apprebenfion of dan-
ger, as they have been aflured to the contrary in the
moft explicit manner. 1 hope {ufpicions of this nature,
prejudicial to the loyalty of 2 number of the inhabit-
ants, who are as much attacked to the juft pre-
rogative of their fovercign as any fubjects 1In
thz] empire, may mnot be haftily taken up and 2-
doﬁ‘ed without  full and fatisfaCtory proof. I
am obfiged by your taveurable opinion of my rea-
dinefs to concur in the fuppreffion of all animofities:
It has hitkerto been, ond | truft ever will be, the teinor
of my condué. 1 have aiways found the authority of
the magiftracy fufRciently competent for the mainte-
nance uf government and good order; and while I
thank you for your checriul effers of afhiftance for that
1. udabie purpofe, yet | prelume your intsntion is only
to act within the line of your JCpartmcnt. { confels

I feel myfeif fomewhat aftonithed at the laft paragraph’

of your letter, which feems to me o imply a threaten-
ing that vould eventually prove deltructive to the per-
fons and propertics of his majelty’s {ubjeéts. A perfo-
nal infult oilered to an individual, by the ill-guided
zcal of a wumber of thoughtlefs youth, can never juf-

not intermeddle in that capacity, unlefs particularly re-
quired by the civil autherity’; as I am determined,
whenever [ find any unlawful combinations or perfecu-
tions to prevail within the fphere of iy jurifdiétion, to
take every legal method to {upprefs tham. I have no-
thing further to add, but the Hrongeft afflurances of the
carneit defire ot the inhabitants of this borough, to
live in the moft pertect harmony with the gentlemen of

" thenavy, and hope that no little incident may intcr-
TTuptat, e R S e o e

$ir, your moit obedient humble fervant,
PAUL LOYALL.
‘T Johin Macartney, fq; commander
of his maieity’s thip Mercury, }
(Hi: Mrejzrs's ship Mercury, Norfolk, Auguft vg, 1773,
SR,
1 WAS favoured with your letter of yefterday's date,
and it gives me much real fatisfattion to find, that
the inhabitants of Novfolk are fo earneftly defirous of
living in harmony with his Majefty’s fervants. You are
pleafed to affure me that no vielence or infuit fhall be

offered to the perfon of Mr. Sprowle, and upon the -

faith of your letter I have requefled of him to attend
the committes to-morrow. For fome days paft I have
been much indifpofed, but if I find myfelf well enough
to-morrow, 1 mean to accompany Mr. Sprowle to the
committee, and will call upon you about 11 o'closk to-
morrow morning. I muft beg that you will go along
with us. You, I am fure, will agree with me, that the
fumnions feat Mr. Sprowle (a copy of waich I have en-
clofed you) muft be truly alarming to all goed citizens.

- When any fet of gentlemen affume to themfelves the

power of arraigning an individual for furnithing bar-
racks for his Majefty’s troops, and pretend to cenfure 2
conduét, which 1 muft think "Righly laudable, it pives
me but too much reafon to apprehend, that the autho.

rity~of- the-civil- magiftracy is-not -competernit for the

fupport of government and good order,
I am, Sir, your moft obedient humble fervant,
. OHN MACAR
‘To Paul Loyall, .Efg; Ma‘,',or BaEY:
of the town of Notfolk, Virginia._}

-S1r, . Norfolk, Auguft 26 .
W HEN I had the pleafure nfv;eeing §'£1 laf’t,,;L{;,
mentioned having fome letters that had paffed be.
tween you and me publithed, which I gave you to un-
derftand might be done, fince‘which, as thofe letters |
concerned the public, I have thought proper tolay them
befare the common hall of this borough.  The hall has
made fome rcfo_lvcs on them, a copy of which I am di-
refied to enclofe you, My reafon’ for not publithin
the lctters in this week's paper is, that as tgcy are ogf~
a- threatening nature, they might perha;;s give the
people of this colony great uneafinefs; to prevent
which," I think there cannot be too much precaution
ufed, as 1 am willing to believe your "intentions are
only to aét within your own fphere, and not to inter.
meddle with the internal policy of this corporatie

. —ar

-tq-fupprefs-all-untawful €ombinations and perfecutions:

within the province of Virginia.
I am, bir, your moft ebedient humble férvant,
. OHN MACARTNLY.

To Paul Loyall, Efg; Mayjor ke
of the town of Norfolk, Virginia.}

sll’
JUST new received yoursof yefterday's date, by My,

- Swan, “1he fummons you mention, I believe, did
not go from a committee of this borough. 1 will make

It you I think praper te have the letters nubl;

:mdy will enclofe them to me, I fhall take gl;rtl:&ﬁix"
ca_xic to have tl:lel;p put Iinto the next gazette, My fa.
mily joins in-belt com ts, hopi

vered your health. bagiciy, 'opulg 45 iy

.l,am, Sir, your moft obedient humble fervant,
: - PAU
To John Macartney, Efg; commander & i
of his' majefty’s fhip fviercury, } -

ERefolves of ths common hall, above referred to.3

Ttaeworihiphul the mayor, were evidensle : \C3thes
alarm and intin idi:c)th: inlnbit:x‘:lt(sle:ftlyh{ntmdd t:
were difiefpeifnl to the chief magiﬂmtet ¥ t.’°"°‘~'-{h,‘
ration, are an offizious intermeddiin xof this ¢
vernment of the town, and contain an jmp:
tentag which the hall conceive to be yn! Tplied thre,
mature, 2nd indecent. Unjuftifiable {mrmm" e
reafon can be deduced from fald, or g, e 2y g
derived from law, to einpower capt, M{:uthomY&
{olicited by the magittracy, to interfere in ma o .
in their jurifdi€tion alone, and much Jegg t S
them the idea of violence and compulfion  holg A
tion {o intirely without the line of hi."g‘-‘"“‘*‘
Premature, as his conduét in this inflance borimezt,
from ill:grounded fuppofitions and migg O i8inty
hanfions, and without any fan&ion from f; gy o)
port them,  Indecent, becaufe it implicit] dﬁ’ = f"'i
magiftracy with a wilful remiffnefs 4n tb{c 7B e
the powers Jegaliy vefted in them 5 be.aufe ';‘fmr: o

is as particularly pointed againft themn -qs ¢ <

the abettors of ‘rict and Jperfecution ;

. . 4L
»'as af the w

; ! becaufe jt oo
rates fumard; the deftruction of the crfon;a::ge e
ties of a number of kis majafty's f}\:bf'e&s, cbif{:,:’?"'

account of fome accidental infulrs, 3 .
_bheen offered by a few incautious yf)'uta}:legged 19 hap
dual; becaufe fo little regard is fhey’ {020 B
Randings and feclings of people, as, at g fimen
ment in which this haughty declaration fe :'M fo
 ruin, is denounced, it is pretended that the o 8 "
of it, is to preferve the perfons and proper G
majelty’s fubjeéts; as if the utter de"f‘,'.sfrhea o Xy
lives and eftates could ever be dcemzdk; e fess
cf their perfons and properties, prefinziy
Refolved, That the military power
Britifh conftitutien, is and ought to b
- troul of the civil; and non%idsﬁnnding the utte;;
encelefs ftate of ihe town, the body cor, orl;:‘my !
borough will never tamely fubmit. to thi inve rcim
their privileges, by the dangerous and untiineluf‘x':: :
pogt?;l o: mxlilmry force, gl A
- ¢folved, That this corporation will ‘consinme #
faftly to adhere to thofe 1{1pbf}nntial prlxhg;:)‘:;ngf f.ﬁi
government, which ought to aQuate the m}nds i
his majefty's faithful fubjects, and that shey e-c::;!
this opportunity to make this. public and fol‘cmn“;iw:‘-:
ration, that, notwithftanding their expofed a d{‘:“
fencelefs fituation which cannot-be remedied i_-:' (
with fea_r, unappilied at the threats of uniaw’ful -‘-)w-!
they will never defert the righteous cay(s of—o:?:&

.. \
agreeable o, the
e under the o,

czlamities,
Ordered, That a copy of this refolution be by the
© mayer, tran{mitted to John Macariney, Ef:.l- coz.
mander of his majeity’s thip Mercury. ey
‘ JORN BOUSH, T ¢
Slh;’ majify’s fbip Mercury, at Norfolk, Augaft 28,157

] AM much obliged for your polite favour, whi;" i,

e ——tify.a hiug of thispature. At any rate it is to be_pre-.__ country, plurged as it is into dreadful ond unexped
fumned, that gentlemen in military <departments will _ i e

* clofed fome ftrictures by the corperation of Nerfl:
—_upon-my firft letter to ‘you. 1 mult beg-}'b&'wiu ‘.:
plealcd to publifh the letters which have paifed beisee
us in the Virginia news-paper, that a candid neye
may judge of the motives which aduate my cendug,
When | firft wrote to you, it was. not v intearey
to draw on a political difcuffion with the inhabitants
Norfulk, or to afcertain in particular cafes the fin2
of the civil or military jurifdiGions.” I was dsincy
that his majefty’s fubjects fhould know 1 ardent
wifhed the peace of this province, to promots which, }
fhall ftri€tiy adhere to the tenor of my firft letter, 't
beg my relpeeful eompliments to all your family, and
have the honour to remain, SHin
Your moft obedient humble fervant,
. e gl O&N MACARTNZY.
"“To Paul Loyall, Efg; Majyorz £
of the town of Norto'k, Virginia. §

WILLIAMSBEURG, Sttt
To tte Hon. the PRESIDENT ard the rof of the DELT.
GATES of the praple of VIRG1SIA, now fiting in -
vention, tte petition of fundry merchants, and other:, <o

tives of GREAT-BRITAIN, and refident in this el

Himtbly fbeaverh, .
THAT your petitioners being chiefly agengf fx-
tors). and perfons who from their youtly, habeen
bred up to, and employed in the bufinefs of commsne,
have at no time interfered with the (ivil infitutionsc!

- - the country; but bave always~afféd in conformitys

the laws; under whi-h they have enjoyed the beft fecu.
rity for their perfons and property.. ~With this experi
ence of the proteétion derived from falutary laws, v
well as from the. happy intercaurfe they haveenjoyed wid
the inhabitants, many of your -petitioners have for!
connections of the moft endearing . nature, and have ix
velted confiderable proportions of theirproperty inre
eftates, with a view of continuing their. refidence amos
a people, with whom.they have Ei.thc:tq lived in fur
harmony. Your petitioners beg leave toreprefent, tk:

their. fears are much awakened from the ill-groundcd

prejudices which they are iformed aftuate the minés
of fome of the people of thiscolony againft your peti--
oners, as a body who are not natives of the lind;?

circumftance which being accidental, cannot be impat:é-

to'them as a fault; antd therefore, on that account, 557
“hope to flagd in the fame light with other fubjects ¥=2
conform to the laws. They are fenfible the unlpif
differences fubfifling between the ‘parent ftate and L=
€0 anies havg tﬁivcn. rife ta diftinftions to their pree
dice, among the natives of the country, and ez
jealouliss of them which otherwile had never, exite:
Difcriminated fram the reft of the fociety, and p!
in a fulpicious point of vicw, they prefume to layb
fore this honourable houfe thée hardfhips of their it
tion, and In the fincerity. of their hearts, to.declarg-, the
(beJ! hold this people in the higheit eftimation as fﬂ!"‘:
and fellow-fubjeéts, and that :
cheerfully contribiite with them to the exigencics ¢
. this their common ftate; that, in all internal comin®
tiuns and infurrections, they pledge their faith, at ;j'.'
rifk of theif lives and fortuies, jointly with their i
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thie neceflary enquiry, and will anfwer your letter to-
MOrrows li‘rih. tnterim, I Sir, — 5

i Your moft obedient fervant,
, . . PAULLOYAL
T6 John Macartney, Efg; commnd-} %

er of his Majeity's thip Mercury.
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mander of his majefty's thip Mercur ) e
2 t
Efq; mayor, wete laid before the hall,Zr’ad (:hl:a;&lllli;?. ::]12

—

Tow JuFjedts of this colony, to defend the coUNUy 7

that in cafe of an attack from the troops of Great-Bri,

tain, they will not aid in any manner, or communia®

intelligénce to them b;-;lcmr or otherwife. Permit jo<'

petitioners to aflure tkSs honourable houfe that they wib

not an exemption fromn the hatdfhips an

In war or peace they ¥i
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